
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
As Learning Manager of Year 9,  I am writing to you to remind you of some key dates for the Year 9 students 
and their parents and carers. 

The Mock Key Stage 3 tests (SATs) will take place during the week beginning Monday 7 January 2008 i.e. the 
first week back after Christmas.  This provides an opportunity for students to sit National Curriculum style 
tests in English, Mathematics and Science under conditions as close to the actual tests as possible.  It will 
provide a useful measure of progress made and therefore should be taken very seriously indeed.  Our 
experience tells us that students who prepare well for trial examinations usually go on to do well in the actual 
tests. To help their preparation, all Year 9 students will be provided with: 

 * A general revision skills booklet that contains a lot of useful advice on how to revise.  Students 
 will be  working on this with their tutors in form time. 

 * Revision material in English, Mathematics and Science.  This will be distributed by the relevant 
 teachers  before the end of term. 

 

We hope you will encourage your child to prepare properly and to set aside some revision time even over the 
holiday period.   

The actual set of Key Stage 3 tests take place during the week beginning  Monday May 5 2008.  Please do 
not book holidays, or medical appointments during this week if at all possible. 

As we approach the end of the first term, I am sure that you are keen that your son/daughter maximises the 
opportunities available to them to increase the chances of success at Key Stage 3.  Here are some things to 
focus on: 

 * Check any communications from College by using their planners—it could contain yellow  s t i c ke r s 
 (for praise) or red stickers (for concerns). 

 *Find out if your child is up-to-date with their homework—again check their planners.  If you are   
 concerned that homework is not being regularly set , please contact me. 

 * Provide a supportive place for study and homework (see details later). 

In a recent discussion with the Principal,  Mr Campbell,  we agreed that we have high hopes for this present 
Year 9  and again we urge you to remind your child to: 

 Look Smart 

 Act Smart 

 Be Smart 

If you would like to speak to me about any issues concerning progress at Key Stage 3, please do not hesitate 
to contact me at the school on 01223 200400 ext 252. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
  
Phil Stanton 
Learning Manager of Year 9 

Impington Village College 

 
 

Tel: 01223  200400 
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        Being here counts! 
 

One of the most important keys to success is regular attendance.  It was recently brought 
to my attention that 1/2 day off from College per week means that by the time a student 
comes to sit their KS3 tests, they would have lost the equivalent of 12 weeks learning time. 
A  recent survey was done to find out the link between attendance and success at GCSE.   
 
The graph below shows how this is clearly demonstrated: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The graph shows that there is a clear need to attend all lessons on a regular basis. How can 
you help? 
 * Ensure your child does not get into poor attendance habits– are they really too ill to 
 attend College? 
 * Talking regularly about College in a positive way means a child is more likely to 
     attend 
 * Check their planner for communication from College. 

Graph showing how attendance affects 

the chance of success at GCSE
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       Punctuality to lessons—why it also matters. 
 
Why is it important for your child to be consistently punctual to lessons, and how can 
poor punctuality limit your child’s potential? Here are some things that I would like you to 
consider: 
 * All lessons at Impington Village College begin with a starter activity,  
 designed to start the learning process and connect the learning with the aims and ob-
jec tives of the lesson.  If a student arrives late for this—they may well miss out on the 
 whole learning objective in the lesson and will certainly be at a disadvantage to the 
rest  of the class. 
 * A student 10 minutes late to just 3 out of 30 lessons per week loses out  on 36 
 hours of learning time in Key Stage 3! 
 * Punctuality is a common courtesy which is expected in the world of work. 
 
Please encourage your son/daughter to get to lessons on time. 



Published booklist and useful websites 
Mathematics—no recommended text books but the following websites should help: 
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 
www.mymaths.co.uk -log in: impington  password:  pentagon  
www.homeworkhigh.co.uk 
www.learn.co.uk 
www.mathsnet.net 
www.wowmathsforum.org.uk 
Science 
Rextbooks—Hodder books A, B and C—available from the science department 
Websites: 
bbc.co.uk/bitesize 
scibermonkey.co.uk 
English 
The English department recommends the following website::  www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 
The English Shakespeare  text will be started in class after the mocks.  It will be  either:  The Tempest  or  Much Ado 
About Nothing.  Your child’s English teacher will know which text will be followed.  There are many useful guides  for 
these, and something that simplifies ‘the story’ will be of particular value.   
Languages 
All useful websites etc for languages are available on the dept blog, the address is 
ivcmodernlanguagesblog@typepad.com 
 
Music 
Our Year 9 music course is called 'The Music Industry'. Useful websites are as follows: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/totp/music_biz_guide/ 
http://www.mfiles.co.uk/film-music.htm 
http://www.musictheory.net/ 
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   Year 9 Homework—how can you help? 
 

Homework—or ‘home learning’ as it might also be called - is an important aspect of 
a young person’s studies.  However, like all good habits it needs to be nurtured and 
encouraged.  Here is some advice on ways you can help: 
 * take some time to discuss the homework  with your son/daughter—the timeta
 ble is published below.  
 * encourage your son/daughter to ‘recharge their batteries’ after a hard day at 
 College— maybe eat a nutritious snack and/or have a short leisure break. 
 * provide a quiet work area to allow concentrated study. 
 * try to ensure that all homework is completed early in the evening to avoid late 
 nights. 

 


